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COLLIE RIVER — DISCOLOURATION 

29. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mental Health representing the Minister for 
Environment: 

(1) What was the cause of the water in the Collie River turning black in the aftermath of the 
December 2012 downpour? 

(2) What have been the effects of this on the river to date? 

(3) What, if any, longer term impacts are expected? 

(4) Regarding the answers to each of (1), (2) and (3), what testing/research/evidence is this based on? 

(5) Has the river turned black before? 

(6) If yes to (5),? 

(7) when? 

(8) If yes to (5), why? 

(9) What is the effect on the river in the short, medium and long term? 

Hon Helen Morton replied: 
The Minister for Environment has provided the following response. 

(1)  The black discolouration in part of the Collie River following the rainfall event on 13 December 2012 
in which 155 millimetres fell in 24 hours resulted from significant run-off and high river flows 
liberating nutrients, soil and organic sediments. The black material was identified as a species of algae 
bound to river sediments and soil.  

(2)  No effects on the river have been observed. 

(3)  No long-term impacts are expected. 

(4)  DEC conducted visual observation of the river and aerial observation of the coal mines in the catchment 
immediately after the rainfall event. There were no discharges from the mines into the river. 
Microscopic examination of sediment and organic material suspended in water samples from the Collie 
River was undertaken. The black material in the sediments was identified as a species of algae bound to 
river soils. No further testing or research was undertaken because the black discolouration resulted from 
a natural event. 

(5)  DEC has had no previous reports of the river turning black.  

(6)–(7)  Not applicable. 

(8)  The black discolouration dissipated quickly in the river. No further impact from this rainfall event is 
expected. 
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